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MOMS Public Health Committee: Resources for Physicians 
 

This year the US Department of Health and Human Services has moved away from long-

established policies and processes that support evidence-based public health 

recommendations. For example, CDC leadership has been replaced by political appointees with 

very little public health expertise. Additionally, the Advisory Committee on Immunization 

Practices (ACIP) which had strict policies on expertise and conflicts of interest of its members 

was replaced this year without the same vetting process previously used. For this reason, we 

feel that many public health recommendations from the CDC may not be evidence-based or 

unbiased. 

 

MOMS Public Health Committee is creating this document/newsletter as a service to provide 

MOMS members with information on trusted organizations, professional societies, and 

independent public health groups who are communicating evidence-based recommendations.  

 

This document has 3 sections: Hot topics, Organizations Publishing Evidence-Based Public 

Health Recommendations, and Annotated References. This is not a comprehensive list, but 

serves to provide some pages and articles that may be of value for your practice and to help 

you communicate with your patients. This document will be updated periodically.  
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Section 1. Hot Topics 
 

Topic Reason for Concern Evidence-based 
Resources 

ACIP committee 
replacement 

The committee was replaced in 
2025 with members who were not 
vetted according to the policies and 
procedures of the CDC. This 
results in recommendations that 
cannot be trusted to be evidence-
based or free of conflicts of 
interest. 

Asturias et al, 2025. Available 
at 
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.go
v/41135287/  
 

Childhood vaccination 
schedule and 
recommendations 

With the ACIP and CDC no longer 
a trusted resource, it will be harder 
for physicians to find evidence-
based vaccine recommendations 

American Academy of 
Pediatrics (aap.org, 
healthychildren.org) 
  
http://healthychildren.org/immu
nizationschedules  

Adult vaccination 
schedule and 
recommendations 

With the ACIP and CDC no longer 
a trusted resource, it will be harder 
for physicians to find evidence-
based vaccine recommendations 

American Academy of Family 
Practice 
https://www.aafp.org/family-
physician/patient-
care/prevention-
wellness/immunizations-
vaccines/immunization-
schedules/adult-immun  
ization-schedule.html  
 
American College of 
Physicians 
https://www.acponline.org/clini
cal-information/clinical-
resources-products/adult-
immunization  

Hepatitis B vaccine 
dose at birth 

Hepatitis B vaccine has been 
recommended for all newborns 
since 1991. Since then, hepatitis B 
cases in children have decreased 
from 18,000 per year to 20.  

Infectious Disease Society of 
America (idsociety.org) 
Statement: 
https://www.idsociety.org/~/link
/32d1b62e77d74a7c9e19fd74f
784e9e8.aspx  
 
HealthyChildren.org Why do 
babies need hepatitis B 
vaccine at birth? 
 

https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/41135287/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/41135287/
http://aap.org/
http://healthychildren.org/
http://healthychildren.org/immunizationschedules
http://healthychildren.org/immunizationschedules
https://www.aafp.org/family-physician/patient-care/prevention-wellness/immunizations-vaccines/immunization-schedules/adult-immunization-schedule.html
https://www.aafp.org/family-physician/patient-care/prevention-wellness/immunizations-vaccines/immunization-schedules/adult-immunization-schedule.html
https://www.aafp.org/family-physician/patient-care/prevention-wellness/immunizations-vaccines/immunization-schedules/adult-immunization-schedule.html
https://www.aafp.org/family-physician/patient-care/prevention-wellness/immunizations-vaccines/immunization-schedules/adult-immunization-schedule.html
https://www.aafp.org/family-physician/patient-care/prevention-wellness/immunizations-vaccines/immunization-schedules/adult-immunization-schedule.html
https://www.aafp.org/family-physician/patient-care/prevention-wellness/immunizations-vaccines/immunization-schedules/adult-immunization-schedule.html
https://www.aafp.org/family-physician/patient-care/prevention-wellness/immunizations-vaccines/immunization-schedules/adult-immunization-schedule.html
https://www.acponline.org/clinical-information/clinical-resources-products/adult-immunization
https://www.acponline.org/clinical-information/clinical-resources-products/adult-immunization
https://www.acponline.org/clinical-information/clinical-resources-products/adult-immunization
https://www.acponline.org/clinical-information/clinical-resources-products/adult-immunization
http://idsociety.org/
https://www.idsociety.org/~/link/32d1b62e77d74a7c9e19fd74f784e9e8.aspx
https://www.idsociety.org/~/link/32d1b62e77d74a7c9e19fd74f784e9e8.aspx
https://www.idsociety.org/~/link/32d1b62e77d74a7c9e19fd74f784e9e8.aspx
http://healthychildren.org/
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Topic Reason for Concern Evidence-based 
Resources 

Pham et al,  
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.go
v/36906494/  

Autism and vaccines This 2025 leadership changed the 
webpage addressing vaccines and 
autism without going through the 
traditional vetting and approval 
process all public information and 
recommendations traditionally went 
through. The page now sows doubt 
that there is no association 
between vaccines and autism. 

Multiple medical societies 
https://shea-
online.org/medical-patient-
advocacy-groups-statement-
cdc-autism-website-changes/  
 
Johns Hopkins Public Health 
On Call  
Why Experts Have Concluded 
That Vaccines Do Not Cause 
Autism 
https://publichealth.jhu.edu/202
5/vaccines-do-not-cause-
autism  

Children’s health 
misinformation  

- Vaccines 
- Autism 
- Measles  
- Abusive head 

trauma 
- Fluoride 

Many myths and incorrect 
information spread easily on social 
media about health, especially 
children's health.  

“Fact Checked,” American of 
Academy of Pediatrics 
https://www.aap.org/en/news-
room/fact-checked/ 
 
An updated resource that 
includes claims, why they are 
important, and rationale and 
evidence that proves the 
claims are wrong. 

Vaccine 
recommendations for 
pregnant patients 

New US DHHS and CDC 
leadership has moved away from 
vaccination recommendations 
during pregnancy. This puts 
women and their children at risk. 

American College of Obstetrics 
and Gynecology 
https://www.acog.org/clinical-
information/physician-faqs   

 

 

 

 

 

Section 2. Organizations Publishing Evidence-Based Public Health 
Recommendations 
 

 

https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/36906494/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/36906494/
https://shea-online.org/medical-patient-advocacy-groups-statement-cdc-autism-website-changes/
https://shea-online.org/medical-patient-advocacy-groups-statement-cdc-autism-website-changes/
https://shea-online.org/medical-patient-advocacy-groups-statement-cdc-autism-website-changes/
https://shea-online.org/medical-patient-advocacy-groups-statement-cdc-autism-website-changes/
https://publichealth.jhu.edu/2025/vaccines-do-not-cause-autism
https://publichealth.jhu.edu/2025/vaccines-do-not-cause-autism
https://publichealth.jhu.edu/2025/vaccines-do-not-cause-autism
https://www.aap.org/en/news-room/fact-checked/
https://www.aap.org/en/news-room/fact-checked/
https://www.acog.org/clinical-information/physician-faqs
https://www.acog.org/clinical-information/physician-faqs


Updated December 2025 

5 

American Academy of Family Physicians (aafp.org)  

American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP) 
aap.org  
AAP provides authoritative, evidence-based recommendations on child and adolescent health, 

including immunizations, screenings, environmental health, and clinical care standards. Its mission is to 

promote optimal physical, mental, and social well-being for all children. 

 

American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists (ACOG) 
acog.org  
ACOG develops practice guidelines and committee opinions guiding maternal, fetal, and reproductive 

health care. Its mission is to advance women's health through evidence-based clinical guidance and 

policy advocacy. 

 

Childrens Hospital of Philadelphia (CHOP) Vaccine Education Center 
https://www.chop.edu/vaccine-education-center  
The Vaccine Education Center at Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia provides complete, up-
to-date and reliable information about vaccines across the lifespan. We are a member of the 
World Health Organization's (WHO) Vaccine Safety Net because our website meets the 
criteria for credibility and content as defined by the Global Advisory Committee on Vaccine 
Safety. 

European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control (ECDC) 
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en  
ECDC supports EU member states by producing scientific advice, risk assessments, and 
evidence-based public health guidance. Its mission is to strengthen Europe's collective ability 
to detect, assess, and respond to health threats. 
 

Infectious Diseases Society of America (IDSA) 
idsociety.org  
IDSA is the leading U.S. professional association for physicians and scientists specializing in 
infectious diseases. It develops rigorous, evidence-based clinical practice guidelines for 
infectious disease prevention, diagnosis, and treatment. IDSA’s mission is to advance 
scientific knowledge, translate research into clinical practice, and promote public health 
policies that reduce the burden of infectious diseases. 

Society for Healthcare Epidemiology of America (SHEA) 
SHEA advances healthcare epidemiology and infection prevention through research, 
education, and evidence-based policy. Its guidelines support hospitals and health systems in 

http://aafp.org/
http://aap.org/
http://acog.org/
https://www.chop.edu/vaccine-education-center
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en
http://idsociety.org/
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preventing healthcare-associated infections, improving stewardship practices, and 
strengthening outbreak preparedness. 

The Evidence Collective (TEC): Science and Medicine Creators Uniting for 
Public Health (https://www.evicollective.org/)  
Our Vision: To empower the general public with timely, evidence-based information so they 
can lead healthy lives and thrive. We do this through “translating” science into plain language, 
meeting people where they are (on social media!), listening to concerns and confusion, and 
coordinating and collaborating across disciplines and platforms to fill information voids. 
 
When health topics get complicated, this multidisciplinary team leans on each other to help 
the public paint the full picture. This helps us spot bad information early and jump in quickly 
when new health issues arise. 
 

UK Health Security Agency (UKHSA) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/uk-health-security-agency   
UKHSA produces evidence-based recommendations, surveillance reports, and risk 
assessments for infectious disease control, environmental hazards, and preparedness across 
the United Kingdom. It continues the mission of Public Health England. 
 

Public Health Communications Collaborative 
https://publichealthcollaborative.org/resources/  
From infographics to toolkits, use these resources to make sense of the latest developments, 
answer tough questions, and bolster your local public health outreach. 

 

 

Section 3. References (annotated) 
 

Asturias EJ, Chen LH, Shaw AC, Moser CA, Maldonado YA, Zucker JR, Chu HY, Talbot HK, 
Cineas S, Lyons K, Schechter R, Kamboj M, Wiley Z, Brewer NT. Science for vaccine policy: 
Independent review of the September 2025 ACIP processes, deliberations and votes. 
Vaccine. 2025 Nov 20;67:127876. doi: 10.1016/j.vaccine.2025.127876. Epub 2025 Oct 23. 
PMID: 41135287. Available at: https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/41135287/  
 
Four concerns have emerged that limit ACIP's ability to make effective vaccine policy 
recommendations for the US: 1) removal of choice for previously recommended vaccines, 
thereby limiting opportunities to improve health, 2) focus on theoretical vaccine harms using 
low-quality data, 3) loss of vaccine science and clinical practice expertise, and 4) reduced 
transparency and independence. 

Pham TTH, Maria N, Cheng V, Nguyen B, Toy M, Hutton D, Conners EE, Nelson NP, 
Salomon JA, So S. Gaps in Prenatal Hepatitis B Screening and Management of HBsAg 

https://www.evicollective.org/
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/uk-health-security-agency
https://publichealthcollaborative.org/resources/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/41135287/
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Positive Pregnant Persons in the U.S., 2015-2020. Am J Prev Med. 2023 Jul;65(1):52-59. doi: 
10.1016/j.amepre.2023.01.041. Epub 2023 Mar 10. PMID: 36906494; PMCID: 
PMC10994214. Available at: https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/36906494/  

 
This study suggests that as many as half a million (∼14%) pregnant persons who gave birth 
each year were not tested for HBsAg to prevent perinatal transmission. More than 50% of 
HBsAg-positive persons did not receive the recommended HBV-directed monitoring tests 
during pregnancy and after delivery. 

Emily Denniss, Rebecca Lindberg, Social media and the spread of misinformation: 
infectious and a threat to public health, Health Promotion International, Volume 40, Issue 
2, April 2025, daaf023, https://doi.org/10.1093/heapro/daaf023 
 
A public health approach to social media-based misinformation that includes tertiary, 
secondary, and primary prevention may help address immediate impacts, long-term 
consequences, and root causes of misinformation. 
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